
Patron saints of Europe 
 

 
 

On Monday we celebrate the feast of St. Catherine of Siena, who is a co-patron saint 
of Europe. The Catholic Church venerates six patron saints of Europe. The main 
patron saint is Benedict of Nursia. Cyril and Methodius, Bridget of Sweden, Catherine 
of Siena and Teresa Benedicta of the Cross otherwise known as Edith Stein are co-
patrons.  
 

Saint Benedict, the founder of Western monasticism, was proclaimed patron of 
Europe by Pope Paul VI back in 1964. It is interesting to see the reasons why Paul VI 
chose Benedict as patron of Europe, and the emphasis placed on cross, book and 
plough. That was in 1964 when the controversy over the preamble to the European 
constitution was still in the future.  
 

All of the others were proclaimed patrons of Europe by the Blessed John Paul II. Cyril 
and Methodius became co-patrons of Europe in 1980, and the three female saints 
were proclaimed patrons of Europe by a motu proprio of John Paul II in 1999.  

 

It is interesting to note that all six of these saints were religious, though one, Bridget, 
was married before she became a nun. The one that has attracted the most 
controversy is St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Edith Stein, the Carmelite who died 
at Auschwitz. She is unique on the list in that she is the only one who died a violent 
death, and who is counted as a martyr. She was a particular type of martyr, though. 
Clearly not killed in odium of the faith like the martyrs, for example, of the Spanish 
Civil War, she was rather a martyr of love, one who offered her life out of love for her 
friends. As she herself wrote  in 1939: 
 

I beg the Lord to take my life and my death … for all concerns of the sacred hearts of 
Jesus and Mary and the holy church, especially for the preservation of our holy order, 
in particular the Carmelite monasteries of Cologne and Echt, as atonement for the 
unbelief of the Jewish People and that the Lord will be received by his own people 
and his kingdom shall come in glory, for the salvation of Germany and the peace of 
the world, at last for my loved ones, living or dead, and for all God gave to me: that 
none of them shall go astray. 
 

The reference to the unbelief of the Jews requires careful contextual interpretation. 
The concept of atonement, which underlies these words, however, is very clearly one 
drawn from the Old Testament. It is also a very strong theme in the New Testament 
where our Blessed Lord says: “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13)  
 

St Teresa Benedicta is the only twentieth century figure among the patrons of Europe. 
She is akin to St Maximilian Kolbe, who was starved to death in Auschwitz, and is 
also rightly venerated as a martyr of love, who laid down his life for his friends. 
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28 APRIL 2019 – SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY) 

Welcome to parishioners and visitors 
 

Lord, may the persecuted Christians around the world, remains like Mother Mary, united at the foot of the cross  

to see the dawn of resurrection. Comfort all those menaced by violence and oppressed by uncertainty. 
 

The Living One 
We worship Christ who was dead and is now alive for ever and ever.  

He is present in our midst, bringing healing and peace. 
 

Readings: Acts 5:12-16; Ps 117; Rev 1:9-13,17-19; John 20: 19-31 

Responsorial Psalm: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 

for his love has no end. 

Gospel acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

Jesus said: ‘You believe because you can see me.  

Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe’. 

Alleluia! 

Preface of Easter I, Eucharistic Prayer I / II 

Next Sunday is the Third Sunday of Easter, Psalter Week 3 

  Readings for next week: Acts 5:27-32, 40-41, Ps 29 Rev 5:11-14 Jn 21: 1-19 
 

Mass Setting: Kyrie: Sung Gloria: Sung Alleluia: Sung Holy, Holy: Sung  

Mem. Acc. Sung. Our Father: Sung. Lamb of God: Sung. 
 

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR THE RENEWAL IN OUR PARISH 
 

Father, pour out your Spirit upon your people, and grant us 
a new vision of your glory, a new experience of your power, 

a new faithfulness to your Word, and a new consecration to your service,  
that your love may grow among us, and your kingdom come:  

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Eucharistic  Adoration: Barton: Saturdays 9.00am – 10.00am Tutbury: First Fridays 9am – 9.30am 
Rosary: Monday – Tutbury at 9.10am 
Rosary & Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour: Wednesday – Barton at 9.10am 
Morning Prayer: Tuesdays at Barton, Fridays (except on First Fridays) at Tutbury at 9.10am 
Confessions:  Sat. Barton 10.30am, Woodlane 6pm, Sun. Tutbury 8.40am 
Baptism: By appointment. Marriages: By appointment. At least six months notice is essential. 
Coffee Morning: Barton - Last Tuesday of the month 10.30am -12.00 noon, Tutbury – 1st Sunday 10.00am     
 

PARISH SICK & DECEASED    
   

Sick: Please pray for the sick and housebound of the Parish and those who have 
asked for our prayers, especially for Natalie Watson, Joe Kearns, Elsie Crisp, George 
Brandrick, Sean McDonnell, Giles Heron, Paul Woodward, Sheila Haslam, Philip 
Haslam, and Margaret Bailey. 
 

Hospital: If you are going into hospital, please make sure that staff knows that you are a Catholic and 

that you would like to receive a visit from the Catholic Chaplain. 
 

RIP: Please pray for all who died recently, especially Graham Varney, Joan Thorpe, 
Russell Clarke, and those whose anniversary occur around this time, especially, Joan 
Farrington, Annie McDonnell, Joyce Stonier, Frank & Phyllis Davis, Norman Hollowood, 
Terry Hall, Brian Bayliss, Ruth Mary Stanley, Alan Crossland, Angela Burch, Norman 
Wain, Michael Cuniff, Marina Blair-Butler and Maureen Sharkey. May they rest in peace.  
 

The Pope’s Mission Intention: For doctors and their humanitarian collaborators in 
war zones, who risk their lives to save the lives of others. 
 

 

Regina Caeli: Please be reminded that from Easter to Pentecost ‘The Regina Caeli’ 
is said in place of the Angelus. 
 

Thank you very much for your generous Easter offerings to the parish clergy. 
 

Holiday: I shall be away on holiday from 22nd April to 10th May. For any pastoral 
emergency, please contact the priests at SS Mary & Modwen, Burton on Trent on tel. 
no. 01283 - 563246 
 

Coffee Morning: Tuesday 30th April between 10.30am and 12.00pm in Our Lady’s 
Hall. All are welcome. 

Thank You very much indeed to all who helped in various ways in getting the three 
churches of our parish for the Holy Week & Easter and all who, through your various 
ministries, have helped in celebrating the Liturgy. Especially to:  

 Those who clean and keep the Church, neat and tidy for our worship, through the 
year. 

 Those who decorated the Altar of Repose the altar and the sanctuary and 
arranged the extra-seating. 

 Those who did the beautiful flower arrangements in the churches. 

 The Sacristans, Altar Servers, The Children’s Liturgy Organisers, the Organists, 
the Readers and the Eucharistic Ministers. 

 All who generously responded to the Easter Flower Appeal. 

 Thank you for all your Easter cards with prayers, best wishes, blessings and gifts. 
I appreciate them and sincerely thank you for them. 

 

Welcome: A warm welcome to Fr. Michael Doleman, our Diocesan Vocations 
Director to our parish, for celebrating the Masses this weekend. We are very grateful 
to Fr. Michael.  
 

Annual Mission Appeal: The Bishops Conference of England and Wales has 
authorised the Columban Missionaries to visit parishes for mission appeal this year. 
We extend a welcome to them to our parish next weekend. Your generous response 
will be very much appreciated. 
 

The Society of St. Columban is an organization working in fifteen countries with a 
special commitment to Asia and Latin America. The primary aim of the Columbans is 
inculturation of the Gospel in Cross Cultural environments. They engage in 
Reconciliation, Dialogue and building relationships between peoples of different 
faiths, cultures and ideologies. 
 

Columban missionary work of evangelisation includes outreach to poor and 
marginalized peoples, building bridges between faiths and cultures and supporting 
emerging local churches. At the heart of their work is the call to help people become 
fully human, to help establish a world of peace with justice and care for the integrity of 
creation in solidarity with the poor. The appeal will be conducted by Fr. Gerry Markey 
SSC who has worked on Mission around the globe in the Philippines, on the Mexican 
border in Cuidad Juarez and latterly in Chile.  

 

Eastertide Walk with Me & Calendar: A limited number of both booklets and 
calendars are made available in our churches. Parishioners are encouraged to make 
use of these for their personal prayers and reflection. 

In this Eastertide edition of Walk with Me we can journey together through the 
Acts of the Apostles and encounter the drama and thrilling action of the early Church 
as she responds to the great commission; ‘Go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’. Walk 
with Me can be a resource to encourage people to evangelise and share their faith by 
giving a copy to a relative, friend or work colleague. The daily reflections may be used 
in prayer groups or as reflections before or after Mass. Perhaps parishioners and 
families could set aside time for reflection and prayer. 

 

NB: Details of Crystal Ball Winners, Mass Attendance and Offertory Collections   will 

be published in the newsletter on 18/19 May 2019. 
 

 

 “If you are what you should be, you will set the world on fire”.   St. Catherine of Siena 

 

  

Saturday 27th  6.15pm Woodlane Mass 

Divine Mercy 

Sunday 
28th  

9.00am 

10.45am 

Tutbury 

Barton 

Cyril & Evelyn Clemson RIP  

Mass 

Monday 29th   9.30am  Tutbury  St. Catherine of Siena, V. D. Patron of Europe. 

                               ~~~ No Mass ~~~ 

Tuesday 30th  9.30am Barton St. George                            ~~~ No Mass ~~~ 

Wednesday 1st  9.30am Barton St. Joseph the Worker          ~~~ No Mass ~~~ 

Thursday 2nd  7.30pm Woodlane St. Athanasius B. D.         ~~~ No Mass ~~~ 

Friday 3rd    9.30am Tutbury Ss Philip & James, Apostles ~~~ No Mass ~~~ 

Saturday 4th 
10.00am 

6.15pm 

Barton  

Woodlane 

English Martyrs              ~~~ No Mass ~~~ 

Mass 

Sunday 
5th 

9.00am 

10.45am 

Tutbury 

Barton  

Mass 

Mass 


