
The Visitation (Luke 1:39-44): Luke’s account of the birth and infancy of Jesus is built on 

the comparison and contrast between the two stories of John the Baptist and Jesus: the 
annunciation to the parents, the birth of each child, the joy on earth and in heaven, the 
circumcision, the growth of the child. In each incident John is shown to be great, but Jesus 
greater still. Only in the incident narrated in today’s gospel do the two families meet, the 
two stories cross. We see the two mothers together, marvelling at the destiny of their 
children. The journey from Nazareth to even the nearest of the towns in the hill country of 
Judah (traditionally Elizabeth’s home is located at Ain Karim, now on the outskirts of 
Jerusalem) would have been arduous, a week’s walk for a fit young woman. This special 
exertion and generosity shows Mary’s love and care for her elderly relative, as well as the 
natural excitement of the two in sharing their motherhood. Luke has already told us that 
Mary was filled with the Holy Spirit. Now Elizabeth too is filled with the Holy Spirit as they 
participate in and exchange the praise of God for the gift of their children.  
Is there anyone I know to whom a visit would bring special joy during Christmastide?                                                                          
                                                                                                        Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB                                                     
 

Thank You: Many thanks to all those who willingly and readily volunteered to distribute Barton 

Churches Together Christmas Cards in Barton. Your help is very much appreciated. 
 

Thanksgiving Mass for Marriage - 3rd February 2019: Lianne Pap, Family Ministry 
Worker at Maryvale Institute has written to ask if we could promote the forthcoming 
Thanksgiving Mass for Marriage that His Grace, Archbishop Bernard, will celebrate on 
Sunday 3rd February, 11am at St Chad’s Cathedral. 
  She writes “We are encouraging couples who will be celebrating a particular 
milestone anniversary (10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 40, 45, 50, 60 and every year over 60) to 
attend as well as those newly married or preparing to marry in 2019. If you know of 
any couples celebrating a milestone anniversary please ask them to contact me via 
email – lianne.pap@rc-birmingham.org marking the email ‘Marriage Mass’. 
  I am also trying to find the longest married couple in the Diocese and the 
Communications Team will be interviewing couples who get in touch to gather 
testimonies. To date the longest married couple to get in touch is 62 years. 
  

Many thanks for your continued support”. 
  

Baby Loss Matters Awareness Day 2019: Baby Loss Matters is an initiative led by 

Life to commemorate the lives of babies lost before during or shortly after birth for any 
reason. Taking place on 3 February, participating churches will be provided with a 
pack with all the resources needed to create a memorial space and promote the 
initiative. 
  Further details can be found here: https://lifecharity.org.uk/baby-loss-
matters/ If there is someone in your parish who would like to coordinate this, please 
get in touch so that I can arrange for resources to be sent to you.  
 

FUNDRAISING  
Crystal Ball Winners 

15/16 Dec: (No.19)  Jane Manners £35.00 
Attendance 

15/16 Dec: Woodlane – 21, Tutbury – 43, Barton – 64. 

    Offertory Collections     
 

15/16 Dec: Gift Aided: £117.50 Non Gift Aided: £170.40 Total: £287.90 
(in addition to standing orders of approx. £170 per week) 
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23-12-2018 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - Psalter week 3 

Welcome to parishioners, guests and visitors 
 

Lord, may the persecuted Christians around the world, remain like Mother Mary, united at the foot of the cross to 
see the dawn of resurrection. Comfort all those menaced by violence and oppressed by uncertainty. 

 

Mary’s Child: The Prince Of Peace 
From the least of the clans of Judah, from Mary his lowly handmaid, God prepared a 
body for his Christ, who comes to fill the world with his spirit of peace. 
 

Readings: Micah 5:1-4 Ps 79 Heb 10:5-10 Luke 1:39-44 
 

Response to the Psalm: God of hosts, bring us back; 

                           let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! I am the handmaid of the Lord:  

                       let what you have said be done to me. Alleluia! 
 

Preface of Advent II, Eucharistic Prayer II / III  

Mass Setting: Gloria: not said nor sung Alleluia: Sung Holy, Holy: Said  

                       Mem. Acc. Said, Our Father: Said. Lamb of God: Said. 
 

Next Sunday is the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  
 

Readings for next Sunday 

Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 127; Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:41 – 52 Or 
1 Sam 1:20-22, 24-28 Ps 83, 1 John 3:1-2,21-24, Luke 2:41-52 

 

 

 
 

Wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
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Eucharistic  Adoration: Barton: Saturdays 9.00am – 10.00am Tutbury: First Fridays 9am – 9.30am 
Rosary: Monday – Tutbury at 9.10am 
Rosary & Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour: Wednesday – Barton at 9.10am 

Morning Prayer: Tuesdays at Barton, Fridays (except on First Fridays) at Tutbury at 9.10am 

Confessions:  Sat. Barton 10.30am, Woodlane 6pm, Sun. Tutbury 8.40am 
Baptism: By appointment. Marriages: By appointment. At least six months’ notice is essential. 
Coffee Morning: Barton - Last Tuesday of the month 10.30am -12.00 noon, Tutbury – First Sunday 10.00am    

                      PARISH SICK & DECEASED      

Sick: Please pray for the sick and housebound of the Parish and those who have asked for our 

prayers, especially for George Brandrick, Sean McDonnell, Giles Heron, Paul Woodward, 
Sheila Haslam, Philip Haslam, Margaret Bailey and Philomena Slade. 

Hospital: If you are going into hospital, please make sure that staff knows that you are a Catholic and 

that you would like to receive a visit from the Catholic Chaplain. 
 

RIP: Please pray for Jeannie Blake, Fr Petroc Howell, Anne Jean, Brenda McKenna, Mary 
McNamee and all who died recently, those whose anniversary occur around this time, 

especially, James Sharkey, Catherine Jinks, John Clucas, Elsie Benton, Jack Bates, Mollie 
Bates and Ursula Cooper. May they rest in peace.  
 

Pope’s Mission Intention: In the service of the transmission of faith: That in their 
dialogue with culture, people involved in the service and transmission of faith, may 
find a language that is appropriate to the present time. 
 

Each year the gospel passage for this Sunday is a story of Mary’s pregnancy, and for 
this year it is the visitation. We meditate on this story as the second joyful mystery of 
the rosary, so that this could be an opportunity to go into it deeper than we usually 
can in saying the rosary, and this would give depth to the way we say that prayer 
which plays an important part in the lives of many people. 
 

It is the story of two pregnant women and, therefore, an opportunity to enter into the 
symbolism of that experience, especially for those who have gone through it, seeing it 
as a symbol of how waiting can be a creative time, one when we express our love and 
one also when we can unmask all the self-centredness that is latent within us and 
blocks our ability to give ourselves wholeheartedly to others. Of course, it could also 
be a meditation on the sacredness of pregnancy itself. 
 

Mary should be the main focus of our attention, symbol at this moment of her life of 
the person of faith, and indeed of the church. Particularly significant is the expression 
“blessed” that is attributed to her by Elizabeth; we must give the word its full biblical 
meaning, indicating that a person has a great gift from God and also that he or she 
has brought blessings to others. Mary’s blessedness in this passage is simply that 
she has faith, no great achievements or visible signs of God’s favour – just faith. 
 

Diocesan Directories 2019: Five copies are available on ‘first come first serve’ basis. 
Please speak to Fr. Arul. 
 

Aid to the Church in Need Coffee Morning raised £100.00. ‘Thank you’ to the 
organizers and to all those who came to support the event. 
 

The retiring collection this weekend will be for Christmas Flowers. 
 

New Year’s Day: There will be Morning Prayer at 10.10am and Mass at 10.30am on 
New Year’s Day, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. Refreshments will be 
available after Mass. All welcome.  
 

Christmas Collection: It is customary within the Diocese for a collection to be taken 
up at the Christmas Masses for the benefit of the parish clergy.  
 

Thank You to all who helped with organizing the Christmas Raffle Draw and the 
‘Bring & Share’ Christmas Party last Sunday. It was wonderful to witness as many as 
possible stayed for this joyful occasion. Thank you for making an effort. Thanks to all 
those contributed to the party. Thanks once again to the organizers. 
 

Parish 225th Anniversary: It will be 225 years since the foundation of our parish with 
the Chapel of St. Francis of Sales at wooldane. To mark this special occasion, there 
will be a celebration at Woodlane with a concelebrated Mass at 7.00pm on Friday 
17th May 2019. Please note this date in your diaries, and inform those who have 
moved on to other places. We have had an initial meeting to reflect on this. More 
information to follow in the new year. 
 
 

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR THE RENEWAL IN OUR PARISH 
 

Father, pour out your Spirit upon your people, and grant us 

a new vision of your glory, a new experience of your power, 

a new faithfulness to your Word, and a new consecration to your service, 

that your love may grow among us, and your kingdom come: 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 
 

 

     
 22nd    6.15pm Woodlane Don McCrea (RIP) 

Sunday 23rd    9.00am 

10.45am 

Tutbury 

Barton 

People of the Parish 

Tony Cross - RIP 

Monday 24th 9.30am Tutbury Selva Nayagam & Arockiammal RIP 
THE SEASON OF CHRISTMAS 

 

Christmas 

Eve 

 
 

24th    

3.45pm 

4.00pm 

7.30pm 

8.00pm 

Tutbury 

Tutbury 

Woodlane 

Woodlane 

Carols 

Christmas (Vigil) Mass (People of the Parish) 

Carols 

Christmas (Midnight) Mass 

Christmas 

Day 

 

25th 9.45am 

10.00am 

Barton 

Barton 

Carols 

Christmas (Day) Mass 

Wednesday 26th 9.30am Barton  St. Stephen, the First Martyr 

Josephine & Maurice O’Connor RIP 

Thursday 27th 6.00pm Woodlane Feast of St. John, Apostle, Evangelist 

Rosammal & Thomai RIP 

Friday 28th   9.30am  Tutbury Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

Victoria Webster & Jean Blake RIP 

 

Saturday 

29th  10.00am Barton  Feat of St. Thomas Becket, Bishop, Martyr 

Pvt. Int.  

 6.15pm Woodlane Jim & Kath Hurley Family Intentions 

Sunday 
Feast of the Holy Family 

 

30th   9.00am 

10.45am 

Tutbury 

Barton  

People of the Parish & Families 

Fr. Siluvai Nathan (Birthday) 


